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RFO  L£TT£ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.oieparftntfft  jit  Aliri 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


I  July  1,  195" 
Letter  No.  67I 


As  foreehadovred  in  the  questions  and  ansirere  at  the  ITATRFD 
conference  with  Secretary  Benson  last  week,  plans  to  improve  the  quality 
of  A/heat  came  in  for  more  attention  this  ^reek.    Following  wheat  growers 
approval  of  marketing  quotas  on  wheat  last  Satijrday .  the  Secretar3'-  issued 
a  statement  on  the  situation  and  outlined  a  five -point  plan  of  Department 
action.    Approval  of  marketing  quotas  will  undoubtedly  result  in  a,  smaller 
wheat  crop  next  year  than  othervrise  would  have  heen  produced.  However^ 
Secretary  Benson  points  out  that  the  problem  of  accumulated  stocl^  of 
i/heat  continues  to  he  a  very  serious  problem.    As  of  todaj'';  he  estimates 
a  record  carryover  of  v/heat,  about  1  billion  30  million  bushels  practically 
3,11  owned  by  the  Government.    That  carryover  plus  the  harvest  this  year 
means  enough  wheat  to  meet  all  our  domestic  demands  plus  anj^  foreseeable 
exports  for  more  than  two  full  years.     In  this  situation  he  announced  the 
Department  plane  to  get  the  maximum  practicable  exports  of  wheat  and  flour. 

Ifheat    uality  Improvement  Plan 

Here  are  the  five  general  plans  the  Department  intends  to  follow 
in  improving  \;heat  quality  and  reducing  controls  over  production  and  use 
of  irheat:   (1)  To  improve  the  quality  of  the  crop,  the  Department  will  under- 
take to  place  in  effect  on  next  j^ear's  -^^heat  crop  appropriate  discounts  in 
price  supports  for  certain  varieties  of  irheat,  esT^ecially  those  varieties 
chiefly  suited  for  feed.   (£)  The  Secretary  will  continue  to  seek  authority 
to  broaden  the  non-commercial  wheat  area,  in  irhich  growers  are  not  subject 
to  acreage  control  and  where  supports  are  at  75*^   of  the  rate  in  commercial 
areas,     (3)  Also  to  continue  efforts  to  get  favorable  congressional  action 
to  exempt  wheat  growers  from  marketing  quota  penalties  if  all  the  wheat 
they  produce  on  their  farms  is  used  for  feed  or  seed  on  the  farm  where  it 
is  produced.     {k)  Because  durum  wheat  used  mainly  for  spaghetti  and 
macaroni  is  in  short  supply,  in  spite  of  the  too  heavy  stocks  of  wheat 
generally,  the  Secretary  will  ask  legislative  extension  of  the  special  durum 
acreage  provisions  for  next  year's  crop.     (5)  To  further  encourage  farmers 
to  make  needed  adjustments  in  their  pattern  of  land  use,  the  Department 
give  special  consideration  in  the  months  ahead  to  programs  such  as  the  one 
now  being  developed  for  the  Great  Plains.     These  programs  i/ould  include 
both  land  ill-suited  to  crop  production  and  better  lands  where  it  v/ould  be 
an  advantage  to  shift  part  of  the  acreage  to  hay  and  pasture.     In  the  months 
ahead  you  will  be  hearing  from  time  to  time  further  developments  along  each 
of  these  five  lines  as  more  details  are  spelled  out. 
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Fruit  and  Vep,eta"ble^  Mo.rket  Ifeve 

July  6,  USDA  fruit  and  vegetatles  market  nei/e  will  "be  started  on 
the  TJashington.  D.  C,  irholesale  market.    This  will  bring  to  25  the  number 
of  cities  where  fruit  and  vegetable  market  news  reports  are  issued  by  the 
Department  on  a  year-round  basis.    This  information  it>  availa.ble  to  ladio, 
television,  press,  and  commercial  wire  services.    As  on  other  terminal 
markets^  these  fruit  and  vegetable  reports  will  provide  complete  coverage 
on  supplies,  prices,  movement,  and  demand  on  the  local  market,  with 
mimeographed  reports  on  local  market  conditions.    Information  is  also  in- 
cluded on  national  shipments,  and  on  shipping  point  conditions  and  prices. 

I'/krket  for  More  Wool  Grease 


Tuesday  the  Department  will  issue  the  first  comprehensive  study 
of  wool  grease  recovery  and  use  ever  made  in  this  country.    In  it,  marketing 
researchers  point  out  advantages  in  boosting  wool  grease  production  from 
the  present  IC  to  12  million  pounds  to  at  least  20  million  pounds  a  year. 
They  think  there  is  potential  market  enough  to  o,bsorb  that  much  more  wool 
grease,  over  a  period  of  time^  without  bringing  about  unreasonably  low 
prices  for  the  product.    They  say  the  increased  production  could  also  help 
ma,ke  easier  improvements  in  waste  disposal  by  wool  scouring  plants.  That 
in  turn,  would  contribute  to  the  .a,batement  of  stream  pollution  resulting 
from  wool  scouring  operations^  and  lead  to  the  recovery  of  lanolin  from  the 
waste  water.    The  specialists  don't  saj  co.  but  we  can  also  feel  fishermen's 
hopes  rising  at  the  prospect  of  clearer^  cleaner  \rater  in  those  streams. 

Co-op  Insect  Pest  Survey 

Entomologists  of  the  USDA  and  their  cooperators  in  the  states  report 
several  major  insect  infestations  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Hessian 
flies  are  reported  causing  serious  losses  of  wheat  in  Indiana.    Chinch  bug 
migrations  are  increasing  in  Kansas.    Infestations  are  general  in  parts  of 
North  Carolina,  and  this  pest  is  doing  considerable  damage  to  late -planted 
corn  in  Alabama.    Boll  weevil  numbers  are  up  some  in  Texas,  but  still  too 
low  to  require  control  in  Arkansas.    In  most  other  states,  boll  weevil 
infesta.tion  is  light.    The  weather  has  affected  the  European  corn  borer 
situation  in  some  states.    Control  of  this  pest  is  under  way  in  Illinois,  and 
control  practices  are  more  general  in  Iowa  than  in  previous  years. 

Flue -Cured  Growers  Vote  July  23 

Today  Secretary  Benson  proclaimed  marketing  quotas  for  the  '^/6  crop 
of  flue-cured  tobacco,  grown  in  Ncrth  Carolinaj  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Virginia,  Florida,  and  Alabama.    At  the  same  time,  he  announced  July  23  as 
the  date  for  the  required  referendum.    The  flue -cured  groi/ers  Trill  have  three 
choices:  (1)  for  quotas  on  the  crops  of  the  tliree  years  '56.   '     ,  and  '5Q; 
(2)  for  quotas  on  next  year's  crop  only;  or  (3)  against  quotas.    Three  years 
ago  they  fo.vored  quotas  by  nearly  9S^'.    The  marketing  quotas  can  continue  in 
effect  only  if  approved  by  at  least  two -thirds  of  the  growers  voting  in  the 
referendum.    The  '56  quota  proclaimed  by  the  Secretary  today  will  result  in 
acreage  allotments  of  about  889/000  compared  with  1,007,100  acres  this  year, 
./lllotments  for  most  farms  irill  be  Co\m  about  12  percent. 
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Grasshopper  Control  by  BacLio 

KFD  Jack  Kroeck,  KLIK,  Jefferson  City,  Missouri,  tells  ub  their 
Farm  Department  and  cooperators  have  really  done  a  job  fighting  grasshoppers 
this  year.    Jack  says  they  tried  to  foresee  the  infestation  this  season  from 
our  USDA  hopper  infestation  map  of  last  year.    They  started  putting  on  a 
"spray  in  the  hatching  beds"  campaign  along  about  March  and  have  hit  it  ever 
since.    They  have  been  talking  grasshoppers  and  have  had  interviews  \^ith 
every  one  that  did  a  good  job  of  control  in  Missouri  last  year.    They  offered 
a  nice  plaque  for  the  county  doing  the  best  job  this  year.    Farmers  even 
talked  with  their  neighbors  and  signed  agreements  that  they  \rould  spray 
their  fence  rows  and  the  waste  areas  most  likely  infested.    In  some  sections 
they  achieved  solid  community  control  efforts.    In  all  this  business^  Jack 
Kroeck  reports  KLIK  got  a  lot  of  help  from  the  U.  of  Mo.  Extension  Entomology 
Department  and  also  excellent  cooperation  with  County  Agents,  Vocational 
Agriculture  Teachers,  F.F.A.,.  h-E  clubs,  civic  organizations^  and  others. 

Century  of  Farm  Machines  Aug.  1^-20 

Earl  r>ichardson,  Michigan  State  Ext.  Editor,  reports  the  College 
has  expanded  its  centennial  machinery  fair  from  60  to  100  acres  of  canvas - 
covered  exhibits  and  shows  extraordinary.     Over  300  exhibitors  from  New  York 
to  California  have  already  indicated  they  will  take  part.    Students  xrill  put 
on  a  pageant  each  day  dramatizing  tlie  changes  in  farm  life  during  the  past 
hundred  years.    Earl  suggests  that  a  lot  of  you  RFDs  may  want  a  reminder 
that  the  dates  are  August  1J>  tlirough  the  20th.    The  place:  East  Lansing. 
And  the  celebration  comn^morates  100  years  of  service  to  agriculture  by 
Michigan  State  College. 

Do  you  Vant  to  Get  the  BFD  Letter? 

This  is  just  a  little  reminder  to  you  to  please  let  us  know 
whether  or  not  you  want  us  to  keep  you  on  cur  mailing  list.    This  is  just 
one  of  those  things  \re  have  to  do  every  so  often,  for  your  convenience  as 
irell  as  our  o\m.    Kindly  check  the  address  card  we  sent  you  and  tetum  to  us. 
If  you  want  to  stay  on  the  list,  let  us  know.     If  you  want  off  or  want  a 

change  made,  let  us  know    s.v.p  Others  of  you  may  be  as 

deep  in  farming  as  TFD  Crairford  Boquemore,  IJBAM,  Montgomery,  Alabama. 
Cra\rford  airs  his  show  direct  from  the  farm  located  1?  miles  from  the  station, 

and  only  goes  by  the  station  about  tvrice  a  month  Jack  Towers, 

our  supervisor  of  network  radio  programs,  reports  the  tape  interview  on  long 
staple  cotoon  RFD  John  Thomas,  KEPO,  El  Paso^  made  for  the  /3C'e  national 
network  "American  Farmer"'  show  got  vride  television  and  radio  coverage  in  Texas 
and  lle\T  Mexico.    A  couple  of  southern  monthly  farm  magazines,  as  well  as  the 

El  Paso  papers,  are  reported  carrying  accounts  of  this  broadcast  

By  the  way,  in  addition  to  the  panorama  picture  of  the  MTRFD  group  with 
President  Eisenhower,  several  other  still  shots  were  taken  on  the  V.'hite  House 
grounds.    These  are  available  from  tlie  USDA  Photo  Service  at  60  cents  per 
8x10"  print,  glossy  or  matte  finish.    If  you  want  one  of  these,  ire '11  try  to 

select  one  in  which  you  appear  with  the  President  Also,  motion  picture 

footage  of  the  visit  to  the  T.^hite  House  is  available  from  our  Motion  ""icture 
Service  in  a  '^10  package.    Me  still  have  a  fev  of  the  tapes  of  x^resident 
Eisenhower  speaking  to  the  RFD  group  -    the  cost,  $1.95. 


Atiout  Those  UATRFD  Beltsvllle  Tapes 


We  can  now  dub  off  a  fevr  copies  of  tliat  MTE^FD  Beltsville  half -hour 
tape  recording^  free  to  any  of  you  who  may  want  a  copy  and  will  send  in  a 
half -hour  "blank  tape.    The  recording  is  in  five  different  takes  of  intervie\7S 
running  from  5  to  7  minutes.    Take  Hu.  1  is  on  Atomic  Energy  as  a  Tool  in 
Ag.  Research  and  records  a  conversation  hetireen  Dr.  Sterling  Hendricks^ 
research  scientist  and  Layne  Beaty,  USDA  Radio  and  TV.    Time  6:20;  Take  No. 
2  gives  liiev  Ideas  in  Chemical  Weed  Control  and  is  recorded  at  the  test  site 
in  Beltsville  hetween  Dr.  VJarren  C.  Shaw,  weed  researcher  and  Jack  Towers, 
USDA  radio  and  TV,  Time:  6  mln. ;  Take  Ko.  3  is  on  Pasture  Minagement. 
Recorded  at  Beltsville,  in  a  conversation  "between  plant  scientists  Dr.  0.  J. 
Hunt  and  Towers,    Time  5:07;  Take  No.  h  is  Finding  Ways  to  Make  Better  Silage, 
and  is  recorded  at  the  silo  site  at  Beltsville,  from  a  conversation  hetween 
Chester  Gordon,  Beltsville  hacteriologist ,  and  Beaty.    Time  7  min. ;  Take  No. 
5  on  Finding  the  Cause  of  Bloat,  recording  in  the  "bloat  la"b  at  Beltsville 
of  a  discussion  "by  Dr.  Louis  IVfeidsen;  head  of  Cattle  Research  Section,  with 
his  co-workers.  Dr.  Russel  E.  Davis,  in  charge  of  cattle  nutrition,  and 
Ivan  I.  Lyndahl,  who  is  running  the  "bloat  tests.    Time:  .'."bout  6:30.    On  most 
of  these,  you  can  diib  in  jour  own  voice  asking  the  questions,  if  you  irish. 


Farm  and  Home  Netvrork  Shows  July  9 


CBS  Farm  News  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  5:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:    Com"bining  High  Moisture  1/heat,  with 
Art  Smith,  Ohio  State  University. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    Maine  Broiler  Festival. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  vith  Eollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Progress 
in  Marketing  Research       Harry  Trelogan,  AMS. 

NRGS  "National  Radio  and  Garden  Show"  with  Jack  Boley.  Features: 
Dr.  Roy  Magiruder  continues  story  on  ways  research  helps  home  gardener. 

Post  Mortem: 


Looking  "back  at  the  spring  meeting  of  NATRFD  here  in  Washington,  we 
can  see  some  details  v^hich  could  liave  "been  improved,  despite  the  general  con- 
sensus that  it  was  a  highly  successful  and  rewarding  event.    The  Committee  on 
arrangements,  lieaded  by  Roy  Battles,  held  a  post  mortem  on  the  meeting  this 
week  and  suggestions  for  smoothing  up  the  next  one  have  gone  into  the  files 
for  reference  by  the  next  arrangement  committee.    Msaraj'hile,  we're  glad  to 
have  had  the  NATRFD  in  Washington  and  hope  you'll  return  soon.    To  those  of 
you  \rho  are  not  NATRFD  members,  we'd  lilce  to  see  you  here,  too,  at  any  time 
you  can  make  it.    The  services  of  this  office  are  available  to  all  radio  and 
TV  farm  broadcasters. 


Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

P.S,  Glad  to  learn  that  Jerry  Seaman  of  the  Bert  Gittins  Agency  who  works  with 
Milt  Bliss  on  the  Nat'l  Farm  &.  Home  Hour,  ie  back  home  now  at  45I7  W.  Newhall, 

Milwaukee.  Wis.,  still  on  the  mend  after  a  trip  to  the  hospital. 


Chief  Layne  .Beaty  is  do-vm  Texas  way  thic  week.  But  there  are 
several  developmentt  here  in  the  Department  we  feel  eure  he  would  want  you 
to  know  about.    This  afternoon,  downstairs.  Extension  workers  and  wheat 
people  are  diiscussing  v^ays  to  expand  the  clean  grain  educational  program. 
And,  of  course,  the  Chief  would  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  new 
pesticide  regulations  that  go  into  effect  July  22,  After  the  first  of  next 
Januar^^  regulations  on  the  VE  disease  of  hoc&  are  also  due  to  get  tighter 
than  they  have  heen  foi  the  past  year  and  a  half. 

Complete  Garbage  Cooking  f or  VE  Control 

Department  officials  report  cooked  garbage  is  now  fed  in  about  83 
percent  of  the  lii-,000  garbage -feeding  plants.    More  than  four -fifths  of 
all  the  hogs  fed  garbage  in  the  U.S.  now  get  it  cooked.    But  USDA  vets, 
find  that  cooking  must  be  IOC  percent  for  control  of  VE  or  vesicular 
exanthema^  which  is  spread  chiefly  by  feeding  raw  garbage  to  hogs.  When 
the  program  first  started  two  years  ago,  the  regulations  restricted  the 
interstate  movement  of  hogs  that  had  been  fed  rav/  garbage  at  any  time  in 
their  lives,  and  of  the  products  derived  from  those  hogs,  but  those  regula- 
tions were  eased  up  later  because  there  vj'asn't  enough  garbage  cooking 
equipment  available.    Nov/  that  such  cooking  equipment  is  available,  the 
plan  is  to  go  back  to  the  earlier  strict  regulations.    Most  of  the  VE 
is  now  limited  to  isolated  premises  in  39  counties  of  6  states.    Forty- six 
states  have  passed  laws  prohibiting  the  feeding  of  uncooked  garbage. 

Good  Sound  Clean  Grain  Program 

Radio  and  TV  came  in  for  a  lot  of  compliments  at  the  Clean  Grain 
meeting  today.    Some  of  you  BFDs  must  have  been  doing  a  fine  job  of  avoTd^ 
ing  scare  tactics  on  the  one  hand  and  getting  across  to  farmers  the 
economic  importance  of  keeping  stored  grain  well  protected  in  clean  storage. 
Federal  Extension  Adm'r  C.  M.  Ferguson  pointed  out  that  the  meeting  was 
called  to  explore  the  possibilities  for  tearavrork  by  farmers,  elevators^ 
shippers,  millers,  and  bakers.    He  said  a  good  sound  program  can  do  a 
great  deal  to  cut  doim  losses,  and  improve  food  and  feed  products.  Exten- 
sion specialists  of  North  Dakota  reported  1700  boys  and  girls  enrolled  in 
clean  grain  work  in  39  out  of  ^3  counties.    In  N.  D.  the  governor  has 
designated  next  week,  July  11  to  I6,  as  Clean  Grain  Week.     See  your  County 
Agent  for  help  on  this  program. 
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EooEier  Farmcaster  --  Who's  Yours? 

Veteran  Farmcaeter  C .  M.  ("Thie  is  Jerry")  East.  Floyd  County^  Ind.._, 
County  Agent,  has  evidently  "been  intrigued  "by  some  of  the  horrendous  EFD 
E'chedules  reported  in  this  Letter.    Jerry  has  had  a  farm  program  on  IfGRC , 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  for  iS  years  and  is  vonderiiig  if  any  other  Extension 
office  is  doing,  or  trying  to  do,  ai^  more  \rith  radio  as  an  extension  tool 
than  his  office  is  doing.    He  reports  that  at  present  his  office  has  13  radio 
programs  a  -week,  of  which  Jerry  himself  does  tvelve  -  seven  on  WGRC  and  5  on 
l.TOP,  l]e\T  Alhany^  Indiana. --Do  you  know  any  other  County  Agent  vho  can  top  this? 

Clint  Davis,  Uoir  Forest  Info.  Chief 

Clint  Davis ,  the  Smokey  Bear  man,  was  hailed  this  Mee'k  as  Chief  of 
the  U.S.  Forest  Service's  Division  of  Information  and  Education.    He  succeeded 
Dana  Parkinson,  who  retired.    As  director  of  the  Smokey  Bear  campaign,  Clint 
has  worked  closely  for  nine  years  with  State  forestirs.  forest  industries, 
and  other  husiness  leaders  throughout  the  country,  to  prevent  fires  in  the 
woods.    Before  that,  he  was  information  director  of  the  Southern  Eegion  of 
the  Forest  Service,  made  up  of  11  states  south  of  Virginia,  and  helped  develop 
an  extensive  tree  planting  program  in  cooperation  with  the  states  arid  hundreds 
of  private  landomers.    As  public  relations  director  of  the  Georgia  Game  and 
Fish  Department  for  three  years,  Clint  \rorked  with  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service 
to  develop  the  first  Federal -State  cooperative  wildlife  management  area  in 
the  country.    He  also  served  as  outdoor  editor  for  the  Atlanta  Constitution. 

Peach  Threat  Traced  to  Tiny  Mite 

After  a  17-year  long  search,  entomologists  and  plant  pathologists 
of  the  U&DA  and  the  California  Experiment  Station,  announced  this  week  they 
have  discovered  the  carrier  of  the  highly  destructive  virus  disease  of  peaches 
Icnovm  as  peach  mosaic.    The  carrier  is  a  little -knoim  r.iite.  so  small  it  cannot 
"be  seen  without  the  help  of  a  microscope  and  so  little  -known  it  may  "be  new  to 
science.    It  spreads  the  disease  from  peaches  and  other  ctone  fruits  from  tree 
to  tree  and  orchard  to  orchard.    In  fighting  thie  disease  during  the  past  20 
odd  years,  Federal-State  cooperators  and  the  peach  industries  in  Arizona,  Nei^ 
Mexico,  Texas,  California,  Colorado,  Utah,  Oklahoma,  and  Arkansas  have  cut 
down  ifOO^OOO  trees  valued  at  more  than  J^-IO  million  in  efforts  to  check  the 
spread  of  the  mosaic.    The  scientists  have  positively  determined  this  mite 
can  carry  peach  mosaic  after  thousands  of  tests  with  more  than  a  hundred  other 
mites  and  insects.    The  specialists  realize  they  may  have  quite  a  job  ahead  of 
them  to  find  ways  to  control  this  mightj'-  mite.    They  say  the  discovery  of  the 
mite  will  not  halt  the  present  control  program.    But  it  does  represent  a 
definite  step  forward  toward  the  development  of  control  methods  other  than 
tree  removal  and  destruction.    The  peach  mosaic  virus  is  most  destructive  to 
peach  trees,  hut  also  infects  plums,  prunes,  nectarines,  e.lmonds,  and  apricots. 

Ex-Prex;^  HATRFD  to  Tour  World 

C.  ¥.  "Jack"  Jackson,  EFD,  KCMO;  Kansas  City  plans  to  visit  Yugo- 
slavia, India,  Pakistan,  Phillipinee,  and  Japan  in  Ifovemher  ^:ith  an  independent- 
ly financed  agricultural  study  group  of  mid-western  farmers  and  farm  leaders. 
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Tomato  Juice  In  Powder  Soon 

The  /ixmy  Quartermaster  Corps  is  now  evaluating  the  tomato  powder 
developed  "by  the  Western  use  iDranch  of  ARS  in  California.    Mixed  with  water 
the  powder  ie  said  to  make  up  into  a  delicious  frech-f lavored  tomato  juice. 
The  powder  requires  no  refrigeration,  and  since  it  lacks  the  water  that 
makes  up  a  large  part  of  fresh  tomatoes  and  tomato  products,  it  is  very- 
light  in  weight,  so  it  may  mean  hig  savings  in  transportation  and  storage 
costs.    The  Quartermaster  is  now  trying  to  find  just  how  well  suited  it  may 
he  for  military  use.    For  further  details  on  uses  and  prospects,  see  the 
USDA  release  next  week. 

West -North-Central  BFD  Feet  July  21 

BFD  Herman  Harney  reports  that  the  West -North-Central  Begional 
meeting  of  TFBs  ie  slat'id  for  July  21  at  Minneapolis.    Herman  says  the 
meeting  starts  at  9  a.m.  July  2l3t.    Hotel  Eadisson,  Minneapolis,  is  the 
headquarters.    In  his  thumtnail  sketch  of  the  activities,  he  indicated  the 
RFDb  will  he  at  the  Midwest  S^-rine  Institute  for  a  lot  of  practical  informa- 
tion,   /vfternoon  tours  take  in  Minnesota  University's  Animal  Husbandry 
Department,  with  talks  "by  experts,  and  the  General  Mills  Research  Laboratory. 

Warn  Growers  on  New  Pesticide  law.'  I 

All  ra%7  (fresh)  farm  produce  moving  interstate  after  July  22  will 
he  subject  to  Federal  inspection  for  pesticide  residues.    Such  prooluce  can^  ^ 
he  condemned  or  confiscated  if  it  is  found  to  carry,  or  to  contain,  pesticide 
residues  exceeding  the  established  tolerances.    The  same  thing^can  happen 
if  the  product  carries  the  residue  of  a  material  for  which  no  "tolerance" 
or  "exemption"  has  been  established  as  yez.     Our  USDA  Extension  follis  here 
point  out  that  every  farmer,  especially  every  grower  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
should  be  aware  that  the  pesticide  residue  tolerances  and  exemptions,  as 
established  under  Public  Law  518  -  the  "Miller  Bill"  become  effective  on 
July  22,  19^:^. 

Pesticides  include  weed  killers,  rat  killers,  insecticides,  fungi- 
cides, and  other  such  material.    Official  pest  control  recommendations  will 
guide  farmers  to  successful  and  safe  pest  control  if  they  reac^.  and  follow 
labels  and  the  official  pest  control  recommendations  carefully.    Your  best 
contact  on  th^  important  details  of  what,  how,  and  when  to  use  pesticides 
to  avoid  mistakes  is  your  County  Agent  or  your  State  Extension  Service.  The 
Extension  folks  can  give  you  the  few  simple  rules  to  follow  and  can  tell  you 
what  materials  and  how  much  it  is  safe  to  use. 

His  VJork  is  Not  Finished  - 

is  the  title  of  a  speech  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Benson  will  deliver 
at  the  George  l.'ashington  Carver  Memorial  Observance  at  Diamond,  near  Joplin, 
Missouri,  on  Tuesday,  July  12  2:30-3:00  CST.    The  Observance  is  held  annually 
at  the  Carver  National  Monument    the  only  national  monument  honoring  a  leader 
in  agriculture. 
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Farm  and  Home  Hetvork  Shove  July  l6 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:CC  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Don  Nelson.    Features;    A  Visit  to  Ncrth  Carolina  State 
College,  plus  features  fro.m  USDA. 

KBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beatj'-.    Features:     Not  yet  scheduled. 

CBS  Farm  Kevs  vrith  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:ly  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT. 
Features:    Arrival  in  Nev  York  of  Euesian  Farm  Representatives  for  their  U.S. 
Tour. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Eollis  Seavey.    Features:  Maryland 
Extension  Director  Jim  Gvin  on  "Hov  Extension  Fits  in  the  Farm  Picture." 

TEGS  "National  r.adio  and  Garden  Shot/"  vith  Jack  Boley.  Features: 
The  first  of  several  pick-ups  of  Beltsville  scientists  i.-ith  further  timely 
tips  on  gardening. 

"Agricultural  Research"  for  July 

Monday  ARS  will  have  out  its  monthly  report  on  research  developments 
in  the  Department.     It  i.'ill  tell  Yiov  Federal-State  cooperation  has  "brought 
dovn  the  YE  disease  of  hogs;  hov  cotton  farmers  may  leam  to  live  i/ith  the 
pink  bollvorm;  how  lard,  cottonseed  oil,  soyhean  oil^  and  others  may  soon 
find  some  surprising  new  uses;  how  insects  e.re  helping  researchers  uncover 
more  facts  on  poultry  "breeding;  x/hy  USDA  scientists  are  considering  prospects 
for  growing  "black  pepper  in  Puerto  Eico;  and  why  economists  consider  one  of 
OUT'  most  pressing  needs  is  the  need  for  commercial -type  livestock  handling 
methods  adapted  to  medium  or  small  farms  where  herds  and  flocks  are  small. 
That  July  issue  will  also  tell  how  a  "beetle  that  eats  Klamath  weed  and 
nothing  else  ie  helping  thousands  of  acres  of  weed-spoiled  range  "back  to 
good  grass;  and  will  give  further  details  on  how  the  reaction  of  fungi  to 
light  ma.y  help  researchers  investigate  the  life  processes  of  higher  plants. 
All  these  and  a  numher  of  other  research  notes.    See  July  "Agricultural  Eesearch" 

Home  and  Garden _jull.  No.  k-G 

Going  forward  to  you  with  this  Letter  is  a  USDA  "bulletin  prepared 
especially  for  the  home  gardener  -  on  "Insects  and  Di^ieases  of  Vegeta'bles 
in  the  Home  Garden."    Hope  you  find  it  useful. 

Quality  I  .'he  at  in  Kansas  "by  Radio 

Bud  Clem,  FJFD,  KDIX,  Colby    Kansas,  tells  us  several  of  the  V^■'DtI^  in 
Kansas  got  together  and  worked  up  a  series  of  programs  to  return  Kansas  to 
its  position  of  "the  Bread  Basket  of  the  Nation".    The  series  deals  with 
the  production  and  marketing  of  c.uality  irheat.    Bud  thinics  it  will  stimulate 
interest  in  the  production  of  quality  whea.t  in  Kansas^  and  they  hope  every 
radio  station  in  the  State  will  cooperate  \rith  part  or  ^11  the  programs. 
Yours  for  "better  cuality  wheat  ^ 

Sincer( 


C.  A.  Eerndoi 
i.adio  &  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  TetevijSjppr^^^fy^c^ 

Office  of  Information -i.^45S5fyrSfe^Sf^^iculture 

^  JUL  22  1955 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


★ 


July  15^  19^5 
Letter  No.  673 


Some  of  the  RFDs  vill  undflTlW?(liy  put  on  some  very  ingenious  pro- 
grams durirg  Farm  3afety  Veelc,  Ijeginning  July  2h .    It  occurred  to  us  ve 
might  also  help  tuild  safety  into  farmers'  thinlcing,  ty  pascing  around  some 
of  your  safety  ideas  in  this  Letter.    Ideas  treed  ideas.    Of  course,  some 
ideas  lay  eggs.    But  even  those  eggs  may  hatch  neir  ideas.    So  let  us  hear 
the  ways  you  take  to  promote  farm  safety  hy  radio  or  television.  There's 
no  reason  Atou  Een  Adhem  should  stay  at  the  top  of  the  list  all  the  time.'  - 
The  EFD  with  a  good  safety  program  ranks  right  along  \rith  him. 

Your  NATRFD  representative  in  I^ussia 

Plamheck,  IJEO,  Des  Moines,  h^-is  gone  to  Euseia  with  that 
unofficial  U.S.  group  of  12  U.S.  agricultural  visitors.    According  to  the 
itinerary  when  the  group  left  here  this  veek  for  the  U.S.S.R.,  they  ought 
to  "be  getting  into  Moscow  about  noi;  (July  I5) .    After  some  time  spent 
around  Moscow,  they'll  prohably  visit  the  rich  Ukraine  farming  country ; 
the  Kuban  region  of  north  Caucasus  and  the  Don  and  Volga  regions;  the  central 
Asiatic  part  of  the  USSR,  including  irrigated  cotton  country;  and  eastern 
Siberia  where  Tussians  are  making  a  pioneering  attempt  to  open  new  lands  to 
grain  production. 


About  the  same  time,  a  similar  group  of  Soviet  farmers  will  be  taking 
in  agriculture  in  this  country.    Sunday  the  Soviet  group  reaches  Iowa,  where 
they  will  visit  family-type  corn-hoc  farms,  and  also  see  the  IjuBineEs 
communities  which  serve  farmers.    From  July  29  to  August  1  the  Russians 
may  visit  Nebraska.    After  that  they'll  probably  go  to  South  Dakota.  They 
are  likely  to  be  in  Minnesota  from  August  5  to  11.    These  U.S. -USSR  ejcchanges 
grew  out  of  a  suggestion  by  the  Des  Moines  Register  and  Tribune. 

Your  International  Relations 

NATRFD  Prej^T,  Franlc  Atwood^  \JT1C ,  Hartford^  Conn.,  seems  to  have  done 
a  good  job  for  K/iTPFD  in  helping  get  approval  of  a  radio'and  TV  representa- 
tive to  go  on  the  tour.    Franlc  tells  us  one  of  the  arrangements  was  for  the 
pooling  of  tapes,  interviews,  and  other  material  Cousin  Herb  Plambeck  ms.y 
be  able  to  send  out  of  Russia.    Ues  Seyler,  \IIBV ,  Topeloi.  has  offered  the 
services  of  the  NATRFD  International  ifelations  Committee  in  handling  any 
such  material,    Frank  suggests  if  you  want  to  take  a  bit  of  a  chance,  you 
might  send  a  ta.pe  to  We£  for  handling  when  and  if  material  comes  tlirough. 
Of  course,  there  is  no  guarantee  about  the  movement  of  such  iBaherial.  But 
you  may  want  to  be  in  position  for  ready  handling  if  it  does  get  -bcoir  to 
this  countrj'^. 
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Adv  -  Overseas  Jobs  for  Secretaries 

FAS  tells  us  well -qualified  secretaries  \ih.o  have  a  hankering  for 
some  foreign  experience  have  a  fine  opportunity  to  work  overseas  in  connec- 
tion with  the  USDA  agricultural  attache  program.    The  positions  call  for  test 
qualifications  and  considerable  responsibility^  since  the  secretary  will 
often  be  the  only  American  employee  in  the  attache  office.  Applications 
should  be  sent  to  the  Personnel  Division^  FAS,  Koom  6616,  South  Building, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25^  D.  C. 

Crop  Prospects  for  '^5 

Early  this  week  the  AMS  Crop  Beporting  Board  reported  total  crop 
production  in  this  country  may  amount  to  the  second  highest  on  record.  Of 
course,  some  of  you  close  to  the  short  spots  realize  full  well  the  total 
figure  includes  some  sharp  dotmward  adjustments  in  some  crops.    Food  grains, 
tobacco,  sugar,  dr3'-  peas  and  hops  are  among  the  crops  down  compared  with  a 
year  ago.    On  the  other  hand,  the  corn  crop  is  near  record  this  year.  Much 
more  corn  and  oats  will  increase  feed  grain  greatly  over  last  year.  Supplies 
of  milk,  eggs,  and  meats  of  all  kinds  will  be  plentiful.    ¥e  will  have  enough 
fruits,  in  spite  of  the  early  season  losses.    More  vegetables  than  last  year 
for  fresh  market,  but  less  for  processing. 

Feed  to  Hens  -  Thoughts  to  Farmers 

BFD  Stacey  Cole,  VJKM:,  ¥est  Swanzey,  K.E. ,  Mho  has  broadcast  from  his 
farm  on  a  daily  basis  since  July  1,  15^3,  is  also  President  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Farm  Bureau  Federation  and  has  7,000  hens  on  his  farm.    He  does 
eight  programs  a  week,  Monday  through  Saturday, 

Even  More  Complicated  RFD'ing.* 

USDA  researchers  at  the  Department's  Southern  Laboratory  seem  to  be 
framing  up  against  the  peace  of  mind,  if  any,  of  farm  broadcasters.  They 
are  treating  ordinary  fats  and  oils;  such  as  lard  and  cottonseed  oil,  soybean 
oil,  and  peanut  oil;  with  acetic-acid  and  changing  them  into  chemically  nevr 
substances,  with  many  nev:  uses.    They  say  they  can  tailor-make  plastics  from 
these  new  substances  that  will  be  four-fifths  to  nine -tenths  made  from  natural 
animal  fats  and  vegetable  oils.    They  expect  the  new  substances  to  open  up 
many  new  markets  for  our  increasing  supplies  of  edible  fats  and  oils.  They 
have  already  made  films  from  these  substances  that  may  serve  as  edible 
protective  coatings  on  cheese,  nuts,  fruits^  and  baked  goods.     One  type  of 
these  substances  ie  more  like  liquids,  while  another  type  takes  a  more  solid 
form.    But  it  may  take  some  mighty  clear  talking  by  RFDs  and  the  rest  of  us 
to  trace  some  new  plastic  or  milady's  lipstick  back  to  the  farm  crop  from 
v^hich  most  of  it  may  have  come.  .  .  Anyv.'ay,  it's  good  to  laiov/  new  uses  for 
fats  and  oils  are  ahead. 

Hybrid  Corn  Trend  Continues 

This  week  AMS  reported  the  23  years  upward  trend  in  U.S.  corn  acreage 
planted  with  hybrid  seed.    Any  further  expansion  in  hybrids  vill  necessarily 
be  confined  to  the  Southern,  Great  Plains,  and  Bocky  Mountain  States,  where 
only  about  three -fourths  of  the  corn  acreage  was  planted  with  hybrid  seed 
in  1955. 
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Potato  Blight  VJarning  Service 

This  year  for  the  first  time,  USDA  and  the  Maine  Experiment  Station 
are  establishing  an  "on-the-spot"  potato  late  blight  warning  service  at 
Aroostook  County,  Maine.    This  service  represents  an  extension  of  the 
Department's  Coox^erative  Plant  Disease  V/aming  Service,  which  for  seven 
years  has  provided  U.S.  fruit,  vegetable,  and  tobacco  growers  with  advance 
information  on  such  destructive  diseases  as  late  blight  of  potatoes  and 
tomatoes;  downy  mildev;  of  watermelons,  canteloups  and  lima  beans;  and 
blue  mold  of  tobacco.    The  localized  service  in  Aroostook  County  is  ex- 
pected to  help  guarc^ntee  an  annual  crop  from  one  of  this  country's  biggest 
potato  producing  areas,  by  forecasting  late  blight  following  10  days  of 
weather  favorable  to  it.    .malysis  of  52  years  of  weather  records  has 
shown  the  combinations  of  rainfall  and  temperature  related  to  the  disease, 
and  that  presence  or  absence  of  the  disease  could  have  been  predicted  nine- 
tenths  of  the  time.    Late  blight  caused  the  famous  potato  famine  in  Ireland 
in  18^5,  which  wiped  out  more  than  a  million  people  from  starvation,  and 
forced  a  million  and  a  half  to  emigrate.    The  Maine  Extension  Service  re- 
ports by  press  and  radio,  and  at  county  meetings,  the  conditions  likely  to 
spread  the  spores  of  the  disease. 

More  Farm  Grain  Storage  Needed! I 

As  Acting  Secretary  True  Morse  pointed  out  a  couple  of  days  ago, 
the  second  largest  total  crop  production  in  our  history  and  near  record 
corn  crop  coming  on  top  of  record  cariyovers,  brings  farmers  face-to-face 
with  serious  storage  problems  again.    In  spite  of  vigorous,  constant 
effort  CCC  has  made  to  sell  grain  stocks,  the  Corporation  still  holds 
big  surpluses  of  grain  and  related  commodities.    In  the  months  ahead,  it 
will  have  to  take  delivery  of  several  million  bushels  of  price -supjjort 
commodities.    CCC  now  owns  supplemental  storage  bins  with  a  capacity  of 
about  8^5  million  bushels  and  is  also  using  idle  ships  to  store  nearly 
100  million  bushels  of  grain.    But  much  of  this  storage  space  is  already 
occupied  by  part  of  the  surplus  holdings.    And  any  additional  storage  bins 
CCC  buys  \:ill  be  used  to  house  its  oim  stocks. 

So  USDA  is  urging  farmers  to  take  any  necessary  steps  to  make 
sure  they  have  enough  storage  to  handle  their  new  crops  coming  to  harvest 
this  year.    USDA  will  continue  to  do  all  it  can  to  help  meet  the  situa- 
tion.   It  will  move  as  much  CCC  grain  as  possible  into  emergency  space  to 
clear  the  way  for  local  storage.    But  in  the  last  analysis,  farmers  them- 
selves need  to  see  to  it  that  they  have  space  to  store  their  current 
production  plus  any  stocks  they  are  carrying  over  from  previous  years. 
Help  is  available  from  both  Federal  and  State  agricultural  agencies  in 
planning  the  most  efficient  storage  for  local  conditions.    Farmers  can 
also  borrow  up  to  80  percent  of  the  cost  of  buying  or  building  storage, 
under  farm  storage  facility  loans.    See  your  County  Stabilization  and 
Conservation  Committee  about  these  and  other  helps.    By  taking  advantage 
of  the  reseal  and  other  programs ,  farmers  can  increase  income  to  cover 
much  or  all  the  cost  of  new  storage  facilities. 

George  Round.  Ext.  Ed.  Nebraska,  reminds  us  all  EFD  folks  are  invited  and 
urged  to  come  to  the   'Ace  Meeting",  annual  conference  of  /American  Acsocia- 
tion  of  Agricultural  College  Editors.    The  dates:  this  July  24-27.  The 
place:  Hotel  Fontenelle,  Omaha,  Nebraska. 
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Farm  and  Home  Netvrork  Shows  July  23 

KBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12  to  12:50  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:    Highlights  of  National  Farm 
Safety  Week. 

CES  Farm  Ne-\rs  edited  by  Bill  Costello  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m. 
EDT.    Features:    Tape  reports  by  Claude  Kahoney  from  the  tour  of  the  Russian 
fanners  in  lova. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  Neve"  with  Don  Kelson,    Features:     "Durum  Wheat  Situation"  with  Tex 
Norris  and  agronomist  Tussell  Widdifield.  North  Dakota  Agricultural  College; 
and  "Farm  Safety  Week"  with  iy:aynard  Coe,  National  Safety  Council. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  ^.'ith  Jack  Towers.    Features:  Jim  Gvrin,  Maryland 
Director  of  Extension^  on  "Hot:  Extension  Fits  in  the  Farm  Picture". 

NRGS  "National  Radio  and  Garden  Sho\^"  \rith  Jack  Boley.  Features: 
Dr.  /irthur  Lindcuiet.  USDA  entomologist,  on  "Man  against  Mosquitoes,  Chiggers, 
and  other  Pests." 

New  Credit  Program  for  Plains 

Yesterday^  Secretary  Benson  announced  a  new  and  expanded  credit 
program  for  farmers  and  ranchers  in  the  Great  Plains.    Next  week  all 
Farmers  Home  Administration  employees  in  the  Plains  States  v^ill  get  special 
training  in  administration  of  the  expanded  loan  plans  at  a  series  of  meet- 
ings: at  Dcdge  City,  Kans.,  July  l8;  Denver,  Colo.,  July  19;  Albuquerque, 
N.  Mex. ,  July  20,  and  Amarillo ,  Texas ,  July  21 .    In  areas  designated  by  the 
Secretary,  loans  ■'Jill  be  made  for  reseeding  and  establishing  grasslands  and 
other  approved  conservation  and  land  use  practices.    Such  practices  as  soil 
and  water  erosion  control  measures;  development  and  improvement  of  water 
supplies;  repair  and  improvement  of  farm  buildings,  and  the  buying  of  more 
land  to  enlarge  a  farm  to  family  size.    Loans  may  also  be  made  to  buy  live- 
stock; farm  equipment,  farm  equipment  rejpairc  .  seed,  fertilizer,  feed, 
insecticides,  farm  supplies,  and  for  paj^ment  of  interest  and  taxes.    A  care- 
full3'"  developed  Farm  and  Home  Plan  will  be  a  part  of  the  processing  of  each 
loan.    Such  plans  will  take  into  consideration  type  of  farming  best  suited 
to  the  land.    And  borrowers  -^rill  be  required  to  follow  farm  management 
practices  recognized  locally  as  best  for  their  particular  type  of  land.  .  . 
In  line  with  recorcmendations  at  the  Denver  meeting  in  June.  SCS,  in  coopera- 
tion with  State  Experiment  Stations,  has  doubled  the  rate  of  soil  mapping 
in  the  Great  Plains,  and  is  planning  further  speedup  of  mapping  to  complete 
the  survey  by  June  3^,  1959-    For  further  details  on  the  Plains  program  see 
your  FE'l  County  Coionittee. 


Radio  and  Television  Service 
P.S.  Chief  Layne  Beaty  will  be  back  Mend  ay    July  l6. 

P.S.  No.  2.  Herb  Plojnbeck's  first  tape,  short-waved  from  London  by  BBC,  has 
just  reached  this"  country.  Franlc  itwood  is  forwarding  it  by  airmail  to  Wes 
Seyler,  Topeka.     (See  Your  International  Relations,  page  1) 


RFO  UTTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


of  Agriculture 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  DeifltrfHfei 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


\Ies  Seyler  ,  PFD 


more  mc.terial  from  Eer"b  PI 
next  fev  \7eeks 


July  22,  195" 
Letter  No.  674 


-Topelca7  says  he  hopee  ve  vill  get 

  and  the  farm  tour  in  Buesia  during  the 

But  \Jes  asks  us  to  remind  you  to  forv/c.rd  15-minute  tapes 
to  him  for  dulis  of  additional  storiee,  if  and  vhen  he  getc  them.    Also^  he 
vill  let  ue  Icno^r  as  soon  ae  more  tapes  or  stories  arrive  from  Herb. 


Fim  Start  on  Great  Plains  Plan 


Ilext  Monday-  through  Wednesday^  July  25-2?;  the  Great  Plains 
Agriculturr.l  Council  v^ill  meet  USDA  representatives  at  Laramie,  Ifyoming^  to 
put  the  finishing  touches  on  a  long-range  program  to  stabilize  agriculture 
in  the  Great  Plains.    Since  the  meeting  at  Denver  in  June,  man;^'^  key  groups 
o-nd  individuals  have  revieired  the  proposals  raade  there,  have  endorsed  the 
plan,  and  pledged  their  support.    At  the  Laramie  meeting,  our  Department 
people  will  explain  several  specific  adjustments  already  made  in  USDA  pro- 
grams to  make  them  tetter  fit  the  pro"blemo  of  the  Plains.    SCS  and  State 
Experiment  Stations  are  stepping  up  soil  surveys  in  the  region,  focusing 
first  on  these  parts  of  the   -lains  vjhere  the  need  for  soil  classification 
is  most  acute.    FH.\  has  announced  a  ne^:  program  of  real  estate  and  production 
loans  specially  geared  to  the  needs  of  the  Great  Plains.     The  Department  ex- 
pects to  base  this  credit  program,  crop  insurance,  and  other  phases  of  help 
on  sound  land  classification.     Secretary  Benson  said  today  that  one  of  the 
important  features  of  the  Laramie  meeting  is  to  explore  with  state  leaders 
some  of  the  mechanics  that  must  be  used  locally  to  make  certain  poor  lands, 
once  they  are  shifted  to  grass,  will  not  be  allowed  to  be  plowed  up  again 
as  soon  as  moisture  conditions  improve. 

Marketing  Specialists  Stud^'-  Sea\fay 

Next  Tuesday,  July  26,  in  the         leview  of  the  I^^rketing  and 
Transportation  Situation,  researchers  will  point  otit  some  of  th^  questions 
raised  for  American  farmers  by  the  prospective  opening  of  the  St.  La\rrence 
Seawaj'-  in  1959.    This  Seaway  will  provide  a  new  route  for  farm  products 
shipped  from  the  North  Central  and  Northeastern  States  to  overseas  destina- 
tions.   The  Department  specialists  say  some  reduction  in  transportation  costs 
seems  likely.    To  take  advantage  of  the  ne^7  route,  they  estimate,  large 
investments  in  marketing  facilities  will  be  needed.    And  they  indicate  that 
efficient  planning  of  these  facilities  and  adjvistments  to  changed  trade 
channels  ^^ill  call  for  extensive  marketing  research.    The  states  to  be  served 
by  the  Seaway  are  among  the  most  important  in  the  production  of  farm  products. 


-  c  ■ 

Llghte  Out  on  Nlf-<ht  Ke e t i xifis  ? 


Oi^i"^  old.  friend  and  co-worker,  Geor^^e  Loean,  oi'  the  Farm  and  Dairj^ 
L'epartment  of  the  Firsb  national  Bank  of  l^aco^  Texas,  figurec  night  meetines 
m  Ghe  cro£e -roads  school  house  will  soon  l^e  a  thing  of  the  past.    He  reports 
television  had  made  a  terrific  impact  on  farming  and  ranching  around  ^,^aco. 
He  says  they  have  found  they  can  really  get  "in  front  of  folks"  through  their 
TV  stations  in  Central  Texas.    He  adds  that  farm  programs,  hy  shoving  people 
how  to  do  things  and  taking  the  camera  to  the  field,  have  picked  up  a  lot  of 
housewife  and  ljusinessman  audiences  that  most  advertisers  haven't  counted  on. 
A  week  or  two  ago,  George  helped  BFD  Johnny  Watkins,  Kl'JTX  put  on  our  USDA 
TV  package  on  Farm  Safety. 

Pork  Aplenty  This  Fall 


Beginning  in  August .,  more  hogs  Trill  reach  market  from  the  spring  pig 
crop  -^which  ran  9  percent  more  than  the  year  "before.    Our  A|^  people  look 
for  a  faster  step-up  in  the  rate  of  slaughter  during  Septemher  „nd  Octoher 
than  a  year  ago.    By  October,  the  gain  may  prove  very  eizahle.    They  figure 
hog  slaughter  may  total  10  to  12  percent  more  for  July  through  December. 
Meanvfhile  supplies  of  "beef  and  other  meats  will  prohably  continue  ahout  the 
same  level  as  last  year.    That's  the  prospect  that  was  "behind  the  National 
Pork  Promotion  Conference  in  Chicago  this  week.    The  marketing  specialists 
think  that  if  i/e  take  full  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  sell  people  more 
"bacon.,  ham,  pork  chops,  sausage  and  other  pork  products,  \re  can  move  all  the 
pork  at  prices  profitable  for  farmers.    Can't  you  already  smell  that  sausage 
cooking? 

Speaking  of  Weather  and  other  things 

Bud  Clem,  KDGI,  Col"by,  Kansas,  claims  -'.jeather  changes  so  fast  in 
Kansas  they  have  to  stay  alert  to  keep  up  to  date.    A  schedule  Bud  sent  us 

shows  7  weather  reports  a  day^  and  l6  hours  of  farra  pi'Ogramming~per  week  

BFD  Paul  Vogel,  l.rp.AF,  V/DAF-TV,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  also  reports  a  "new  look"  in 
-radio  farm  programming.    Paul  says  he's  now  in  charge  of  the  higgest  and 
most  comprehensive  block  of  farm  programs  his  station  has  attempted  in  some 
time.    These  include  two  new  ones,  the  1^  hour  Morning  Farm  Digest  and  the 

1  hour  Noon  Farm  Digest  Phil  Alampi  reports  Allan  Swenson  of  Clifton, 

N.J.  is  hie  new  assistant  in  radio  and  TV  at  l.'RCA  and  TOO  A -TV ,  New  York. 
Like  Phil.  Allan  is  a  champion  chicken  raiser  fromPutgers. 

How  Long  Do  You  Like  Tapes? 

Jack  To\/ers  of  our  shop  would  like  to  knov^    A  recent  note  from  John 
McDonald,  BFD  IJSM,  Nashville,  Tenn. ,  says  he  feels  a  lot  of  the  fellows  would 
have  difficulty  using  the  six  or  seven  minute  Beltsville  interviews  made  "by 
our  staff  especially  for  those  who  attended  the  spring  NATFiFD  meeting  here. 
Instead,  John  plugs  hard  for  three-minute  cuts  "by  scientists  with  nine  or 
ten  cuts  on  the  half -hour  tape.    Actually,  we  aimed  at  5  minute  cuts  for  the 
spring  meeting.    They  went  long  and  we  didn't  get  time  to  trim  them  dovm. 
But  if  it  is  three  minute  cuts  you  want  .  .   .  that'll  "be  our  goal  next  time, 

or  whenever  we  do  tapes  for  you  l^xm^xA  Ext.  Ed.  Jack  Spaven 

says  they  planned  one  15  minute  "Across  the  Fence"  TV  program  a'week,  hut 
results  were  so  good,  l.WT  Burlington,  "boosted  it  to  five  days  a  week.  The 
prograjn  is  beamed  from  Vermont ' s  only  TV  station,  l.TBVT,  with  antenna  i,393 
feet  up  (atop  a  mountain) . 


0  - 


pj.tcern  for  Marketing  lyfeat  Animalg 

Next  \reelc  USDA  will  release  a  handbook  that  charts  the  eeasonal 
pattern  for  marketing  meat  animals .    Leafing  through  its  k6  pages  vith  29 
charts  impresses  us  that  it  might  he  especially  Yaluahle  to  you  fellows  vho 
have  a  livestock  market  nevs  program.    AMS  vill  send  a  single  copy  free  on 
request.     The  title:   "Charting  the  Seasonal  Market  for  Meat  Animals  • 
Agriculture  Handhook  Ko.  83."    The  specialists  \rho  prepared  this  guide  say 
it  supplements  the  more  current  information,  but  that  farmers  Imouing  the 
seasonal  outlook  can  often  adjust  their  production  programs  so  as  to  avoid 
the  need  for  marketing  in  the  months  ^rhen  prices  normally  run  lovest. 

In  the  Hollo\r  of  His  Hand 

Ex-l/IBlv  (Topeka)  personality,  Elmer  Curtis,  is  nov  doing  farmcasts 
on  KFBI,  Wichita,  after  a  turn  at  KVTO,  Springfield,  for  ahout  a  year  with 
Loyd  Evans.    Elmer  and  family  live  and  "broadcast  on  a  farm  seven  miles  north 
of  Wichita,    He  says  les  Weatherwax  still  has  Kansas  in  the  palm  of  his  hand, 

via  KFBI  Murray  Cox,  WFAA,  Dallas,  is  having  to  work  no\r  for 

ahout  six  veekB ,  while  his  good  helpmate,  Polly,  rests  up  after  an  operation. 
Our  "best  wishes  to  her  for  speedy  recovery.    On  a  recent  broadcast  from  their 
home,  Murrj.y  met  some  competition  from  a  neighbor  ^rho  chose  that  moment  to 
use  a  power  lawn  mower. 

Tree  Crops  for  Sural  Tevelopment ' 

Yesterday  at  Asheville,  N.  C,  Under  Secretary  True  Morse  spoke  at 
the  dedication  of  nexr  tree  farms  celebrating  "che  Golden  Anniversary  of  the 
U.S.  Forest  Seirvice.    He  pointed  out  that  tree  faxming  and  associated 
industries  will  make  a  major  contribution  to  the  Rural  Development  Program 
no\r  getting  under  way.    Ee  cuoted  foresters'  estimates  that  many  small  timber 
holdings  are  producing  only  about  a  fourth  as  much  as  they  could  if  properly 
managed  as  a  farm  crop.    He  indicated  that  bare  lands  can  be  planted  to  good 
trees,  and  i.-here  "poor"  trees  are  groxring^  production  can  be  raised  by 
culling  methods  just  as  progressive  farmers  cull  to  improve  theii  cattle, 
hogs,  and  chickens.    He  said  farm  forestry  not  only  puts  waste  land  to  use 
but  creates  profitable  job  opportunities.    One  way  farm  forestry  can  play 
an  important  part  in  E-D-P  is  by  contributing  to  the  expansion  of  local 
wood-processing  industries.    In  turn,  expanded  wood  inductries  i/ill  provide 
better  markets  for  local  timber.    When  the  farm  and  business  leadership  of 
Asheville  decided  in  19^8  to  plan  for  faster  rural  development,  Mr.  Morse 
helped  make  the  survey  and  plan  which  resulted  in  the  dedication  of  more  tree 
farms.    Yesterday,  he  cited  that  result  as  an  example  of  how  agriculture, 
business,  and  industry  can  become  a  "L^inning  Prosperity  Team".    Timber  under 
sound  management  ic  a  constant  and  renewable  resource.    You  don't  mine  it 
out  or  pump  it  out  and  exhaust  the  income  source  -  timber  keeps  growing. 

"Pure  American  C o\r-Ghee"  in  Pakictan 

From  September  2  to  October  2,  samples  of  "Pure  American  Cow-Ghee" 
will  be  distributed  to  visitors  at  the  International  Industries  Fair  at 
Karachi,  Pakistan.    FAS  and  the  U.S.  Dairy  Industry  have  been  working  together 
for  months  to  make  the  types  of  ghee  moct  likely  to  find  a  market  in  India 
and  Pakistan.    They  see  a  potential  outlet  in  Asia  for  considerable  surplus 
butter  ma.de  into  ghee  in  the  U.S. 


Fe.rra  and  Home  retvork  Shovs  July  30 

CBS  Farm  Reve  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Saturday  9:1:;  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT. 

P^C  .'^jaerican  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  llevs"  with  Don  Nelson.    Features:    A  Eeport  from  IJashington  State 
College  on  "Streamlining  Apple  Handling". 

KBG  National  Farm  and  Home  Hcur  -  Satm-day  12:00  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
Features:  'Vater  Use  Eights". 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  irith  Hollie  Seavey.    Features:  Dr.  Earl 
Quisenherry,  APS,  on  "Putting  Plante  to  1/ork  for  People." 

ITRGS  "Natiorial  Radio  Garden  Shov"  with  Jack  Boley.  Features: 
Dr.  Samuel  Emsveller,  .'vRS,  on  "Pruning  Perenniale  in  Late  Summer"  and  Dr. 
Arthur  Lindquiet^  ms,  on  "Mosquito  Control". 

"Teenagers  Take  Over"  on  TV 

USDA  Radio  and  Television  Service  has  launched  a  nev  series  of 
weekly  home  economics  shows  locally  on  ISC-TV  (MBC)  in  V^ashingtcn.  Produced 
Alice  Skelsey  and  Leo  Geier  the  15-minute  "Teenagers  Take  Over"  sho^"-  stare 
teenagers  and  USDA  e^rtension  home  economist  Gale  Ueland.    IJhen  these  teen- 
agers take  over^  the  viewer  gets  some  solid  hut  suhtie  lessons  in  home 
economics,  all  the  way  from  cooking  outdoors  and  taking  care  of  your  pet  to 
"bahysitting.    Besides  "being  a  vehicle  for  USDA  information,  locally  the  sho^.'- 
is  a  lahoratorj''  for  us. 

Farm  TV  Clinic  and  New  Radio  Prescriptions 

Dwight  Fairhanlcs,  NPAC,  urges  all  EFDs,  who  plan  to  take  part  in  the 
Agricultural  Television  Clinic  at  Columbia,  Missouri^  September  2.  3  a^nd  h 

to  get  in  their  applications  promptly  "Farm  News  Capsule"  is  the 

name  of  one  of  Eal  Simmons '  programs  on  KTFI^  Idaho  Falls ^  Idaho.    It's  a 

10  minute  noontime  spot  "Practical  Land  Use"  is  the  title  Gene 

Grairford  has  given  one  of  his  on  UGBF,  Evaneville,  Indiana.. 

Thanks  a  Million! 


Those  letters  you  memhers  of  NATEvFD  have  "been  sending  in  ahout  USDA's 
part  in  the  June  meeting  here  are  warmly  cherished.    Much  as  we'd  like^  we  may 
not  get  them  all  aclmowledged  hut,  thanlcs,  anj^^ay.    V7e  kno-^/  that  while  tloe 
meeting  was  vastly  successful,  the  mechanics  of  making  those  recordings  and 
film  footage  availahle  to  you  got  a  "bit  confused  in  the  rush.    But  we  here 
in  the  Department  had  an  intense  post  mortem  session  right  after  the  conclave, 
in  addition  to  the  one  Roy  Battles  and  his  general  arrangements  committee  held. 
These  reports,  along  with  suggestions  which  have  come  to  us  in  letters,  are 
going  into  the  file  for  reference  in  planning  the  next  MTRFD  meeting  in 
Ifoshington,  which  we  hope  will  "be  soon. 

Sincerely . 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  So  Television  Ser/ice 
P.S.  At  the  moment,  smiling  out  at  us  in  color  from  the  current  issue  of  TV 
Guide  are  Ruth  and  Phil  y\lampi.    They  are  visuals  for  their  article  on 
"Gardening  without  Gardens". 


RFO  UTTER 


To 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Informotion  - U^-Brt^^q^my t  of  Agriculture 


CI 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


SFP  15^955  ^ 


U.  S.  L:!;PARFi<.£^4T  i.f  A  .•=!i:^ULTURE 


July  23,  1955 


Letter  No.  6? 


Secretan'-  Says  Price  Dip  Due"^to  Heavy  Supplies 

His  statement,  released  Friday  afternoon  followed  the  July  15 
Agricultural  Prices  reTDort  reflecting  a  2  percent  drop,  to  237  compared  to 
243  a  month  earlier.    Moet  of  the  decline  was  due  to  lov/er  prices  for  Tseef 
cattle,  hoge,  apples,  potatoes^  and  wheat,  and  are  seasonal.    The  Secretary 
pointed  out  that  average  prices  received  by  farmers  held  quite  steady  during 
the  first  half  of  1955- 

RFDs  Can  Help 

USDA  officials  are  keenly  interested  in  providing  every  lamb  and 
wool  producer  an  opportunity  to  vote  in  the  sheep  producers'  referendum  on 
August  19.    Ballots  were  mailed  to  all  producers  known  to  county  Agricultural 
Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committee  offices  but  it's  possible  that  some 
eligible  participants  may  have  been  overlooked.    Producers  can  obtain  the 
ballots  at  th£  ASC  offices,  then  mark  them  and  mail  them  or  bring  them  back 
before  August  19. 

ACP  Benefits  for  Great  Plains  Farmers  —  (Cont'd) 

Ass't  Secretary  E.  L.  Peterson  this  week  urged  Great  Plains  farmers 
to  make  full  use  of  the  .Igricultural  Conservation  Program.    We  sent  you  that 
release.    Avoidance  of  wind  erosion,  as  you  know,  depends  upon  land  cover, 
crop  residue.    These  depend  upon  available  moisture,  so,  any  moisture  conserv- 
ing practice  is  of  importance,  especially  those  which  help  hold  rain  and  snow 
where  they  fall.    Water-holding  ana  management  structtires  such  ae  dams,  with 
diversions,  spreader  terraces,  etc.,  are  of  special  value.    ACP  cost-sharing 
is  offered  for  terraces,  contouring,  subsoiling,  strip  cropping  and  similar 
moisture -conserving  practices.    Ken  Gapen,  ACPS,  Info.  Officer  here,  says 
your  best  contacts  for  info  about  ACP  services  are  in  the  state  and  county 
ASC  offices. 
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Practically  the  Heal  Thing 

The  Hat'l  Agricultural  Television  Clinic  at  the  Univ.  of  Missouri, 
Columbia,  September  2,  3  and  h  vill  depart  almost  entirely  from  routine 
conference  procedure.    No  fo3:T2ial  speech  of  welcome,  for  instance,  is  scheduled. 
The  first  crack  of  the  program  on  Friday  morning  will  "be  a  presentation  on  a 
rear  projection  screen  made  to  look  like  an  outsize  TV  screen,  and  this  tech- 
nique vill  he  used  extensively  hy  the  guest  consultants,  etc.,  during  the 
Clinic.    Johnnie  Morrov  and  Dv-^ight  Fairbanks  of  KPAC  say  reseirations  are 
rolling  in  nicely  now,  hut  suggest  that  FxFDs  hurry  with  theirs  hefore  the 
limit  is  reached.    Also  make  your  travel  arrangements  early,  for  that's  the 
Lahor  Day  weekend.    University  of  Missouri  i/ill  house  the  participants  in 
air  conditioned  dormitories.    The  Clinic  is  not  for  rank  beginners,  hut  for 
farm  telecasters  who  are  tackling  problems  of  production,  need  nev  approaches, 
ideas. 

Pennsylvania  Turn  Mike 

Just  when  we'd  begun  to  think  that  Homer  Martz  had  decided  to  make 
a  steady  Job  out  of  it,  he  ups  and  leaves  KDKA,  Pittsburgh,  after  13  years 
as  RFD  there.    In  what  is  famed  as  an  industrial  city.  Homer  served  an 
intensified,  diversified  agriculture  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  West  Virginia 
and  adjacent  areas  in  a  manner  which  won  him  the  respect  and  acclaim  of  fann- 
ers, agriculturists,  and  his  associates  in  broadcasting.    He  is  a  charter 
member  and  former  secretary -treasurer  of  the  MTBFD.    In  mid-July  Homer 
became  Assistant  Manager  of  the  Dairjmen's  Cooperative  Sales  Association, 
but  KFDs  will  be  seeing  more  of  him,  as  their  good  wishes  follow  him.  Farm- 
ing activities  at  KDKA  continue  under  direction  of  R.  E.  (Burt)  Hutchison, 
who  was  an  Ohio  State  College  KDKA  Agricultural  Scholarship  recipient  and 
worked  with  Homer  in  the  summer  of  1951.    Since  then  he  has  been  RFD  at 
T-JEAU  (R  &  TV)  Eau  Claire,  ¥is.,  and  director  of  information  for  the  Wisconsin 
State  Department  of  Agriculture.    Welcome  back  to  thje  ranks,  Burt. 

One  Ifcn's  Farm  Safety  Week 

A.  WLW  (Cincinnati)  ne\TB  sheet  last  week  gave  top  space  to  Bob 
Miller's  broadcasts  on  Farm  Safety  Week.    During  the  week^  Bob  featu-red  high- 
lights of  his  farm  safety  service  on  the  "Everybody's  Farm"  prograia  during 
the  pa.st  year.    Bob  had  requested  listeners  to  send  clippings  of  farm  acci- 
dent stories  in  their  area  and  these  i/ere  read  on  the  air  during  the  year 
During  the  special  week,  some  of  the  individuals  involved  in  the  accidents 
appeared  on  Bob's  program  to  tell  what  happened  and  how.     One  farmer  who 
had  run  a  tractor  over  his  4 -year  old  daughter  said:     "I  kept  wanting  to 
faint.    It  was  the  worst  day  of  my  life." 


We  suppose  you  saw  the  release  last  week  of  the  Secretary's  letter  to 
Congressman  Harold  D.  Cooley  (D-SC)  chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on 
Agriculture,  inviting  him  to  call  his  attention  again  to  bills  now  before 
the  Congress  which  would  exempt  certain  wheat  producers  from  marketing  quota 
penalties  in  cases  where  all  of  the  \/heat  crop  is  fed  or  used  for  seed  on 
the  farm,  beginning  with  this  year's  crop. 


_    "3  _ 

Summer  Shade  from  Bent  T^7igs 

The  Eadio  and  Television  Service  has  a  couple  of  emmner  visitors 
who  are  making  themselves  mighty  x/elcome  around  here.    They'll  he  college 
seniors  next  year,  and  are  here  as  summer  trainees  under  Info.  Director 
Lyle  Wehster's  program  of  giving  summertime  johs  to  a  fev  such  fledgling 
ag.  journalists  in  recent  vacation  periods.    They  get  the  kind  of  training 
that  actual  vork  in  this  office  affords,  as  veil  as  making  excellent  help 
for  us.    Bonnie  Smith,  of  Cornell  University^  is  spending  part  time  on  con- 
sumer information  vith  R&TV  and  part  vith  Helen  Douglass  on  Food  and  Home 
Notes,    jlmcng  other  things,  Bonnie  has  "been  helping  Alice  Skelsey  and  Leo 
Geier  produce  the  "Teenagers  Take  Over"  show  on  IIRC-TV,  9:19  to  9:30  a.m. 
Saturdays.    She's  a  native  of  Ifest  Orange.  W.J. ,  studies  home  ec  at  Cornell, 
wants  to  do  more  radio  and  TV  work. 

Don  Nelson  is  here  from  Hadley  Read's  Ag  info  office  at  the  Univ. 
of  Illinois.    Born  and  raised  between  a  ro-^r  of  corn  and  a  row  of  soybeans  in 
Mackinaw,  111.,  Don  majors  in  ag.  journalism,  has  "been  farm  editor  of  the 
student  ne'rspaper  and  is  a  member  of  Sigma  Delta  Chi  and  Alplia  Zeta.    He  has 
been  lending  Jules  Renaud  and  Leo  Geier  a  hand  with  the  TV  packages,  and 
helping  Jack  Towers  with  the  .'Imerican  Farmer  netw^ork  sho^j  on  ABC.    He  says, 
"Government  isn't  as  impersonal  as  it  seems  from  the  outside,  I've  found". 
Ue  hope  he '  s  right . 

As  summer  trainee  in  the  Press  Service,  Floyd  Shoemaker  gets  an 
occasional  hand  into  radio  st-uff .    On  his  first  day,  he  was  called  upon  to 
tape  record  an  important  visitor  to  the  Secretaiy's  office.    A  native  of 
Greeley  and  Denver,  Floyd  \Ton  a  h-E  scholarship  and  entered  Colorado  State 
College  in  1952.    He  is  editor  of  the  college  student  newspaper,  president  of 
Omicron  Delta  Kappa,  treasurer  of  Pi  Delta  Epsilon  and  member  of  Alpha  Zeta 
and  Farm  House  fraternities. 

London  Calling 

If  your  short  wave  radio  receiver  is  in  good  working  order,  you 
might  tune  in  Hilary  Phillips'  new  shov;  "Five  Minutes  for  Farmers"  on  the 
BBC  Overseas  Service.    It's  beamed  to  the  western  hemisphere  at  2:25  a.m. 
Greenwich  Mean  Time  (10:25  p.m.  Eastern  Standard).    Hilary,  who  continues 
his  regular  Land  and  Livestock  series,  too,  also  reports  that  BBC's  Harry 
Hunt  is  now  on  a  Mediterranean  cruise     (how's  this  for  an  BFD?)  and 
that  the  next  issue  of  Farm  Radio  Nev^s,  quarterly  organ  of  the  European  Farm 
Radio  and  Television  Ass 'n, will  be  out  in  about  a  month.    Hilary's  new  show 
features  a  3:^5"  talk,  dealing  -rith  one  of  the  main  current  farming  events 
of  the  week  in  Britain.    He  suggests  that  U.S.  RFDs  who  might  \rish  more  de- 
tails of  BBC  farm  shows,  can  contact  Miss  Lillian  Lang  at  the  BBC's  Nev:  York 
Office  at  30  rockefeller  Plaza. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  L.  Kadderly  are  back  in  Oregon  for  a  visit 
after  5  years  in  Paris,  where  Wallace  was  agricultural  information  consultant 
to  the  headquarters  of  U.S.  economic  and  technical  assistance  to  European 
countries.    He's  a  former  chief  of  USDA  Radio  Service,  former  RFD  at  KCM, 
Portland.    More  about  him  later. 
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CBS  Farm  Neve  -  Saturday  9:15  to  9:30  a.m.  EDT.    Bill  Coetello 
will  su"bstitute  for  Claude  Ifehoney  who  ie  taking  a  week's  vacation. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.  "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Don  Nelson.    Features:    Report  on  IFYE  Eeunion  with  Everett 
Bierman;  Story  on  "Dairy  Days"  with  Ted  Eichardson  of  Penn  State  University. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty. 

NRGS  "National  Fadio  Garden  Show"  with  Jack  Boley.  Features: 
Dr.  Samuel  Emsweller,  ARS^  explains  pruning  roses  and  new  ways  of  propagating. 

Dig  That  Cool  AAACE  Session 

Last  Xireek'e  annual  conference  of  the  American  Association  of 
Agricultural  College  Editors  (AAACE)  at  Omaha^  hosted  jointly  hy  the  Univ. 
of  Neh.  and  Iowa  State  College  "brought  out  a  near  record  attendance  of  29^ 
despite  near  record  temperature  (103)^  according  to  the  official  registration 
list  served  up  "by  George  Bound  (Neh.)  and  A.  P.  Parsons  (Iowa).    New  officers 
of  AAACE J  elected  Wednesday  morning  are:    George  Round.  Neh.,  president; 
Ole  Oleson.  Mass.,  vice -pres.;  Jack  Spaven^  Vt.^  sec'y  treas.;  and  l.alph 
Reeder.  Purdue,  director. 

After  enthusiastic  bids  from  hoth  North  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania 
for  next  year's  meeting,  Penn's  Woods  won  the  balloting. 

Attendance  at  sessions  was  good^,  too,  aided  perhaps  by  the  high 
temperatures  outside  and  cool  comfort  inside  the  HL-tel  Fontenelle.  Some 
absent  AA^'vCE  stalwarts,  mainly  lowans  and  Nebraskans^  were  busy  escorting 
Russian  farmers  up  and  do^m  corn  rows. 

All  meals  and  scheduled  entertainment  were  hosted  by  trade  associa- 
tions or  commercial  concerns.    Radio  and  television  sessions,  chairmanned  in 
turn  by  George  Axinn  (Mich.  St.  Col.);  Lowell  Watts,  (Colorado  St.  Col.)  and 
this  reporter  were  attended  with  much  enthusiasm.    R  &  TV  came  in  for  heavy 
treatment  in  sessions  on  general  information  programs,  too.    Gerhardt  H. 
Wiebe,  research  psychologist  (working  with  sales  and  programming)  for  CBS 
Radio  since  19^2,  served  as  consultant  to  one  panel,  and  spoke  at  the 
Tuesday  night  general  session  on  "What  We  Need  to  Know  About  People".  He 
seems  to  know  a  lot  about  people.    We  recommend  his  talk  to  your  reading,  if 
you  can  get  hold  of  a  copy  or  a  summary. 

Radio  farm  directors  \rere  represented  at  the  AAACE  conference  by 
N/^.IRFD  president  Frank  Atwood,  l.TIC,  Hartford,  Conn.;  Bill  McDonald,  KFAB, 
Lincoln;  (Smitty)  Schmitz,  KFEQ,  St.  Joseph;  and  Mai  Hansen,  \70V/,  Omaha, 

Sincerely, 
Layne  Beaty 

Radio  Be.  Television  Serv/ce 
P.S,  Orchids  to  Louis  Wilson,  Nat.  Plant  Food  Inst.;  Anna  Jim  Erickson,  Wash. 
State  College;  and  Landis  Bennett,  N.  C.  State  College;  for  winning  this  year's 
Reuben  Brigham,  NPFC  and  Farm  Film  Found 'n  awards,  resp.    Excellence  will  out. 


